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That was the gist of the 
conversation Dianne 
had with her neighbor 

regarding her upcoming trip 
to Denmark. On August 28, 
nineteen people from across 
the US, Canada, Sweden, and 

Denmark met for the start of the 
5th Rune Round in South Jutland. 
The tour was organized by 
Loraine Jensen, president of the 
American Association of Runic 
Studies (www.runicstudies.
org). Our professors/translators 
were Henrik Williams, PhD, 
professor of runology at 
Uppsala University in Sweden, 
Erik Lander, PhD, assistant 

professor of Scandinavian 
languages with a focus on 
runology at Uppsala University, 
and Michael Lerche Nielsen, 
PhD, associate professor at the 
department of Nordic studies 
and linguistics at the University 
of Copenhagen.  

Since many of us were new 
to the Rune Round tour, an 
orientation session was held the 
first day of the tour at our base 
hotel in Vejle, Denmark. Runes 
are messages carved using the 
Futhark alphabet. The first 
Futhark alphabet contained 24 
letters, but later a new Futhark 
was adopted that only contained 
16 letters; no one knows why.  

The majority of runes 
are found mostly in Sweden, 
Norway, and Denmark, but 
they have been discovered 
across Europe, as well as more 
modern ones in the US and 
Canada; Iceland has about 50 
runic inscriptions. The Vikings 
traveled far. Because of, among 
other things, the weathering of 
surfaces and the skill, or lack 
thereof, of the carver, runes 
can be difficult to interpret, 
and some lively but respectable 
debates were held among the 
professors present.

The earliest discovered 
runes, thus far, are from the 
2nd century, while the latest 
runestone was discovered 
recently in Colorado Gulch, 
Idaho, conveniently dated by 
the carver – 2021! An older and 
very exciting find was made in 
Canada in the last few years 
and an announcement regarding 
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Sonderskov group: The Rune Round attendees with the Malt Stone.
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Ribe Meadow: Rune inscription at the altar in the sacrificial meadow in 
the Viking Center.
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Moesgaard: Not all runes are written, some are pictorial.
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its discovery and importance is 
being finalized – stay tuned!  

Following our orientation 
day, the Rune Round consisted 
of three daytrips across South 
Jutland. Our first outing was 
at the Viking Center in Ribe 
on the North Sea, the oldest 
settlement in what is now 
Denmark. This living history 
site is set on nearly 38 acres of 
land and follows the evolution 
of a Viking Age settlement, 
from simply being a market and 
harbor, to growing into a town 
and farming community. All of 
this is based on research and 
archeological finds in the area. 
The sacrificial meadow contains 
several hidden runes. It was a 
fascinating tour and our guide 
made it come alive. We gathered 
in the longhouse for a discussion 
of Viking law and a refreshment 
of either mead or elderflower 
juice. While we were visiting 
the Viking Age, above us were 
Ukrainian pilots learning to fly 
F-16s; quite the juxtaposition.

Also in Ribe is the Viking 
Museum, which holds many 
artefacts from the local region. 
Michael led us through the 
museum to our first runic 
inscription, carved on part of 
a human skull between 725 
and 760 AD. It is only about 4 
inches square, but it is highly 
significant. This runic text 
shows a transition from the 
old Futhark alphabet to the 
new Futhark alphabet. This 
discovery alone moved the start 
of the Viking Age from 800 AD 
to 725 AD! Additionally, we 
studied an inscription on whale 
bone and our first runestone. 
It was highly decorated and 
only a fragment of the message 
remains. Unfortunately, this 
runestone, like many others, 
had succumbed to the ravages 
of time and the plow, so only a 
highly decorated fragment and 
a few letters remain. 

Our first stop on the third 
day was Jelling, from where 
King Gorm the Old and his son 
Haraldur Bluetooth ruled in 
Denmark. This very important 
historical location holds the 
burial mounds for Gorm and 
for his wife. There are several 
stones here, one erected by 
Gorm in memory of his wife, 
and one by Haraldur which 
reads: “King Haraldr ordered 
these monuments made in 
memory of Gormr, his father, 
and in memory of Þyrvé, his 
mother; that Haraldr who won 
for himself all of Denmark and 
Norway and made the Danes 
Christian.” Nothing like a little 
boasting along with the tribute! 
These stones are now encased 
in glass to protect them from 
the elements. Most of the other 
runic inscriptions were along 
the lines of paying tribute to 
a relative or friend who had 
passed away. We also had a 
very interesting tour of the 11th 
century church and cemetery 
there, and there are active 

archeological digs going on. It 
is a very interesting couple of 
hours! (Aside: The Bluetooth 
Technologies logo comes from 
King Haraldur!)

The famous Moesgaard 
Museum in Aarhus was our 
afternoon adventure and what a 
museum! Built into the side of a 
hill, the museum overlooks the 
Moesgaard estate and, in the 
background, the strait leading 
to the Baltic Sea. The exhibits 
take you from the Stone Age 
through the Middle Ages 
with many artifacts, several 
runic inscriptions, and some 
extremely lifelike mannequins. 
The runestones here were not 
encased in glass and you could 
feel the carver’s work. Other 
more protected runic artifacts 
included a carved stick/handle, 
lance heads, and metal shield 
handles. The museum was 
amazing and you could easily 
spend an entire day there!

We had a special guest 
speaker when we returned 
to the hotel. Charlotta 
Lindblom, curator of the Vejle 
Kunstmuseum, talked with us 
about the special archeology 
project she and others have 
been working on in Poland. The 
northern coast of Poland along 
the Baltic Sea was a significant 
trading point during the Viking 
Age. Several archeological 
sites and a few treasure hoards 
have been discovered there. 
She is working to put some of 
the discoveries on display in 
Denmark, Poland, and Sweden.

However, not all runes are 
found in museums or church 
yards. On the fourth day, we 
traveled south. Our first stop 
was at the far end of a pasture in 
at Randbøl that held a runestone 
and two goats. Here was a large 
stone that had been creatively 
carved by a servant of the 
estate in tribute to his spouse: 
“Tófi  Steward raised this stone 
in memory of the steward’s 

equal. Very long will these 
staves live for Þorgunnr.” The 
next stop was the runestone at 
the church in Baekke. A second 
Baekke stone is just outside of 
town where there are two burial 
mounds and a stone outline of a 
Viking ship.  

The rest of the day was spent 
at Sønderskov Castle Museum. 
This area of South Jutland is 
very active archeologically 
and we had two excellent 
presentations on the work being 
done on the estate as well as the 
treasure hoards found in the 
area. Within the museum is the 
Malt Stone. This runestone has 
puzzled runologists for some 
time: it is not only a memorial, 
but perhaps also a puzzle carved 
between 800 and 900 AD.

The trip was fascinating 
and overwhelming. AARS did 
a tremendous job in ensuring 
we made the most of our time in 
Denmark. As interesting as the 
runes were to see in person, the 
Viking history was extremely 
educational. Will there be a 6th 
Rune Round and where will it 
be? Check the AARS website 
in a few months.
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Skull Rune: This rune inscription on a person’s skull moved the start of 
the Viking age over half a century.
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Jelling Stone: This inscription is a memorial to King Gorm's wife. 
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The Randbøl stone in the back of a meadow.
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Moesgaard: An unprotected rune stone allowed us to feel the rock and 
the carving.


